


2008 pension increase

Unilever State Benefits Helpline – 01494 729796

State benefit changes from April 2008

The rules of the Unilever UK Pension Fund (UUKPF) base the annual 
percentage increase granted to pensioners on the latest Retail 
Prices Index (RPI) as at 1 March 2008. The percentage is reduced 
proportionately if you left Unilever after 1 April 2007.

This year’s pension increase, effective from 1 April 2008, will be 4.1%. 
A new Pension Payment Statement will be sent to you just prior to your April 
pension payment. This Statement will confirm your revised level of pension.  
The example below shows how the increase is applied.

Note: the GMP element of your pension, or ‘contracted-out deduction’ as it is 
known by the Government’s Pensions Service, is taken into account when they 
assess your annual State Pension increase.

Monthly  
payment before 

the increase

Pension increase 
4.1%

Monthly payment 
after the increase

UUKPF £1,000 £41 £1,041

UUKPF/GMP £500 £0 £500

Total UUKPF £1,500 £41 £1,541

3.9% increase in basic State Pension 
The weekly basic State Pension payment for singles increases to £90.70  
(from £87.30) and to £145.05 (from £139.60) for couples.

Annual personal 
allowance –  
April 2007

Increase Annual personal 
allowance –  
April 2008

Under 65 £5,225 £210 £5,435

65-74 £7,550 £1,480 £9,030

75+ £7,690 £1,490 £9,180

Blind person’s  
allowance

£1,730 £70 £1,800

Increase in Income Tax Allowance 
New Income Tax Allowances, illustrated below, mean that if you are aged 65 
or over you will not need to pay Income Tax unless your income exceeds £173 
per week.

Increase in Attendance Allowance 
Attendance Allowance is a weekly tax-free benefit for pensioners who need 
help with personal care, such as taking a bath, cooking a meal and getting 
dressed. The lower rate is for pensioners who need help during the day, and 
the higher rate is for those who also need assistance during the night.

April 2007 Increase April 2008

Lower rate £43.15 £1.70 £44.85

Higher rate £64.50 £2.50 £67.00

Help with your Council Tax. 
If you are living on your own, you are entitled to receive a 25% discount on 
your Council Tax. You may also be able to claim additional help with your 
rent and/or Council Tax, if you have savings of less than £16,000. Contact the 
Unilever State Benefits Helpline to find out more.

Pension Credit 
You could be eligible for Pension Credit if you are aged over 65 and have 
a weekly income of less than £173 (single) or £254 (couple), and you have 
savings of less than £47,000 (single) or £58,000 (couple) (excluding your 
house, car, etc).
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For queries regarding this 
publication, Unilever UK 
Pensioners Association or  
Regional Groups:

Cynthia Elliott, Pensioners  
Liaison Manager 
Unilever UK Pensions 
Walton Court, Station Avenue 
Walton-on-Thames 
Surrey KT12 1NT

Tel: 01932 261657 
Fax: 01932 261885 
Email:  
cynthia.elliott@unilever.com 
UUKPF website:  
www.uukpf.co.uk

For queries about your pension 
payments, or to tell us of personal 
changes (eg. address change):

Unilever Pensions Team 
Hewitt Associates Outsourcing Ltd 
6 More London Place 
London SE1 2DA

Freephone: 0800 028 0051  
(from within the UK) 
Tel: +44 20 7939 4909  
(from outside the UK)

Email:  
unileverpensionsteam@hewitt.com 
Fax: 01372 757953

Other useful contacts:

Unilever UK Insurance  
Tel: 020 7822 5557

Unilever State Benefits Helpline  
Tel: 01494 729796

Unilever UK Pensions Tax Office 
(ref. 951/V)  
HM Inspector of Taxes 
Chapel Wharf Area, Trinity Bridge 
House 
2 Dearmans Place 
Salford M3 5BS 
 
Tel: 0845 300 0627 
HM Revenue & Customs website:  
www.hmrc.gov.uk

Pensioner-elected trustee:

Richard Clark 
52 Wentworth Drive 
Bromborough 
Wirral CH63 0JA

Email:  
richard.clark8@btinternet.com

Contact details


